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Quoting from Non-Fiction, Novels, Short Stories, and Poems 
How to Correctly Punctuate Different Types of Quoted Materials: Here are some student examples to help you quote, punctuate, and format your essays correctly.  Pay attention to when an author’s last name is parenthetically cited.  If the author’s name is mentioned before the quote, only the page, line, or verse number is needed.  
· Quoting Non-Fiction:  Just put quotation marks around what is being cited.   

Like Henry David Thoreau, Dr. King saw complicity in those who silently stood by while injustice occurred.  He wryly noted, “To accept passively an unjust system is to cooperate with that system; thereby the oppressed become as evil as the oppressor” (301). 
· Quoting Dialogue from a Novel or Short Story:  When citing narration and dialogue, the use of single quotation marks is necessary to distinguish one from the other.
Once again, George found himself in a situation foreshadowed numerous times in the plot.  In a moment of frustration, “George turned his head and listened to the shouts.

Lennie said, ‘George.’

‘Yeah?’

‘Ain’t you gonna give me hell?’

‘Give ya hell?’

‘Sure, like you always done before’ ” (Steinbeck 103).  Here, it becomes quite evident to the reader how the consequences for Lennie are quite different.
· Quoting a Poem:  Put quotation marks around what’s being quoted, and use a slash ( / ) to indicate the end of line or verse.  Then, parenthetically cite the line number of the poem being quoted.
In “I Am Joaquin,” Rodolfo Gonzales examines the complexity of living in a world where “My fathers / have lost the economic battle /  and won / the struggle of cultural survival. / And now! / I must choose” (9-14). Gonzales thoughtfully and painfully explores an experience that confronts many Americans.
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